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SERMON 


Preached before the 


King and Queen 
WHITEHALL, 


OfFober 26. 1690. 


Colof. ij. part of the firſt Verſe, Y 
Seek thoſe things that are- above. * 
HE Verſe begins thus, If ther' ye are 
l riſen with Chriſt, feek thoſe things 
which are vbove. But what theſe things 
are, 18 more than the Tongues of Meri aid An- 
gels can expreſs; for "the Blefſings which 
God has prepared for them that Love him, 
are unſpeakable ; ſuch as eje hath tiot ſeen, 
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nor -ear beard : 's neither 5 291g they entered znto. 
the heart of man : Yet, what has been. reveal- 

ed, is abundantly _ſufficient ta enflame our 
Deſires. A moſt; Glovious' and Holy City; 
raisd above. the Sphere of all other created 
Beings ; that will neigher Change nor Periſh; 

but, whoſe Foundations are firm and unalte- 
rable, whoſe Builder is-God, whoſe Duration 
Is continuing and-eternal. * I ><: 

There is pitch'd the SanQuary of Life and 
Immortality, wherein ſhine the marvellous 
Works of the Divine Power and Wiſdom; 
where. ſandry Places are prepared for thoſe 
that live in the. Fear of God, and in Obedi- 
ence to his Laws; and where they are al- 
ready. entered into his Reſt , who- are led 
 Vertnous and Godly Lives, even the Spirits 
of juſt- men' mage perfef. There Thouſands 
of Angels and. Seraphims; nay, ren-thouſand 
times tenthouſand adminiſter before the glo- 
rious. Throne of God. - There, true Pleaſure, 
Honour, Reſt, and: Happineſs abide, with- 
out: the ally of Cares, Trouble, or Tater- 
ruption ; but above all Holineſs is -there to 
be; found. without fpot. or blemiſh : For to 
what .Degree 'of PerteQion ſoever, Men ar: 
rive, here by. the Afliſtance of God's Grace, 

they 
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they ! code; extreamly! fore of thatu which = 


their Natures will; be Taiſedito in" another 
World. Then, will. their Love to God, be 
as.compleat and perfeft, as the: Knowledge 
which they ſhall- have of Him will be clear 
and diſtint. Then | will- their Union. and 
Charity be ſo firm and entire, as to laſt to 
all Ecernity, without any breach or dimi- 


nation. No Diſorders will then ariſe in their 


Aﬀections, which will be kept under; a. per- 
petual- SubjeCtion to right Reaſon: ; Neither 
will any Deſires be ſtirred up in their Breaſt; 
but what will prove altogether. agreable to 
the Will of God. This moſt perfe& State of 


Holineſs, of Peace, of.Glory, of Bliſs everlaſting, 


is, That life and inmortality which Chriſt brought 
to light by the Goſpel, which he hath ſo fully 
revealed, beyond what the World knew, of 16 
before his Appearing 3 that, to - raiſe our, 
Hearts and Aﬀections above all the outward 
Objeds of Senſe, ts exerciſe. our Minds by 
frequent- and ſerions Meditations upon this, 
tranſcending . Happineſs, 'and to beſtow our 
utmoſt dijigence mn'the ſearch of it,. is now 
become an; eſfential, Duty of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. - How to; acquit, our, {e]ves. aright ' of 
this Puty which. the. Profeflion . of Chriſti- 
| anity 
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anity impoſes, will. be the: SubjeQ- of chis 
Diſcourſe ; wherein I deſign, - 

1t. Chiefly to inſiſt upon the Duty recom- 
mended to us:: Seek thoſe things which are above; 

24ly. And then briefly, to ſhew the Ob- 
ligations whereby the Profeſſion. of Chriſti- 
_ binds us to the performance of it. 

' F ſhall begin with the Duty recom- 
Bw he to us; which that we may righely 
perform we are bound, 

r. Firſt co fix our Thoughts upon the 
Things which are above,' and frequently to 
meditate upon this heavenly State. 

'2. Secondly to place' our- Love and Af- 
feQions upon the glorious Happineſs it con- 
tains. 

3- Thirdly to uſe our utmoſt Care and 
Labour towards the attainment of that Feli- 
city, by fuch means and methods as God hath 
Hr 

Firſt,” T fay, that we are bound to fix 
our | Thoughts upon the Things which are a- 
bove, and frequently to wSeckiate upon this 
| heavenly State.; a Meditation moſt proper 
tor the Soul of Man, which, deriving its O- 
riginal from Above, cannot be taken up with 
Thoughts more pleafing and ſuitable to irs 


heavenly 


6 INT ny 2 


—_ befwrethe Ki &.4ud Queen. 


—_ 


_— 


heavenly:Brame and Temper, thin theſe are. | 


'Tis an Ijimmartal and: ſpiritual Subſtance, a 
Beam of the Divine Nature, highly exalted 
above all material :Objects, and- continually 
aſpiring to a glorious Immortality ; ſo- thar 
nothing 'in this World can truly Anſwer its 


vaſt and unbounded Deſires, but what: will 
was deſigned and .created. As ies Birth is 
Celeſtial, fo mult its Food' and: Enterrain- 


ment. be. Togo about to-make up its Hap- 


pineſs any.'other : way, is but: Care and La-- 
bour Joſt. - Inſtead of Bread for Nointhmene, 
ris to offer a Sorpent, whoſe Sting and Ve-- 
nom. will cauſe it to- pine and languith ; it: 


will prove: reſtleſs and uneaſic amidſt all the 


ſenſual: Pleaſures. with which worldly Men 
ſtrive to delight and: Gtifie 3t; but: if you 
make the unſpeakable Joys, that are at the 


Right Hand of God, the theme of its fre- 
quent: Meditations, this will pt glodneſs an 


your Hearts, more than im the tems. that 'tbeir 


Corn and their Wine encreaſeth. 

For there is- a_ certain emptineſs m all 
Things: here below, which difappoints-the 
Expedation:of-our Hearts, and forts our De- 
ſlices a-longin 
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we have already in Poſleſfion - but] whar! 
' ſoever it is, when it comes to be::enjoyed, 
our hopes are ſtill fruſtrated-in the End. He 
that hid«the greateſt ſhare 'oÞ ul the :Enjoy= 
ments of this Nature} andiwho to maniape 
them'to the beſt advantage, "was ſupplied with 
ſo vaſt a'Stock of Richesand Wiſdom;: when 
he had'gone! through all[thevariery vf>'Bleny 
ſures; which ſuch a State of Life could)furniſh; 
he gives this final Judgment upon them,' That 
all was: vanity and wexation of | Spirit. And 
no' wonder; / for, beſides/ the iwide 'diſpro+ 
portion there'is. between” a. ng 
and 'the different Obje&sof Senſe; could 
they afford at preſentthat SatisfaQtion, which 
we are ſo 'much--enclined-. to: promiſe and 
vainly flatter our ſelves "they: will Hield us ; 
yet their duration being ſo:ſhort, -they being 
apt to vaniſh. and to be ſnatch'd-away from 
us of a ſudden, 'tis'impoflible that- thei: Soul 
of Man, whoſe Deſires are not |ito'\be' con» 
fined, but launch boldly.into Eternity, ſhould 
reap any true and folid»Delight, from what 
will-thus ſoon end and.periſh, ' + 
But the-things'above are-quite of: another 
Nature; Spiritaal, . Immutable, >andiEternal, 
andthereby titted tozall;the Inclinations and 
IT | Hopes, 


before the King and'Queen. 
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Hopes, to all- the Deſires and Appetites of 
_ our Immortal Souls, which are then moſt at 
Reſt, when our Thoughts are leſs buſted as 
bout 'the Concerns and Vanities of this Life : 


when we hook, not unto the things which are 


ſeen ; for the things which are ſeen are temporal : 


but unto the things which are not ſeen ; for the 


things which are not ſeen, are eternal. 

It cannot be denied indeed, but that in 
our preſent condition, there is ſuch a variety 
of worldly objects, continually working and 
ſtriking upon our Senſes, that 'tis no eafie 
task to a the Soul from the deep im- 
preſſions which they are apt to make upon 
it. For as they are lively and often return, 
ſo they do naturally fill up the Mind with 
the great number' of Ideas which they raiſe ; 
and ſtrangely divert our thoughts from hea- 


venly things.  Yet'they do ' not ſo force in | 


upon us, but that by recolleQing our ſelves, 
we have ſtill power and liberty left, to faſt- 
en our moſt ſerious refle&ions upon the ſpiri- 
tual and inviſible happineſs of another World. 
To which end the Goſpel doth ſo highly re- 
commend private an ſolitary Devotion'; 
that being withdrawn from the. crowd, we 


may be at greater caſe and freedom to' re-. 
B flet 
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fle& upon gur fayure ſhare. - For [tis nat qyjy 
to prevent all manger ,of 'aſtentation iÞ the 
Wosthip of God, and; (9 avgid the wpuce 
tio of Vain-g'ory, 'fhat. we. arg commanded 
by our Saviaur to-retice- into. our Cloſets, and 
there to pray in ſecret to oir- Father "which 56 in 
Heawer : but allo, becaule he knew: that: this 
would” put us: in.,.2 way t@ dileatangle our 
Souls; rem: the (everal imprefiions of ſenſible 
obxGs, and give them. apportanity t@. me» 
diate wpos the Glary and Happineſs. ofthe 
Wor'd:.to: come. But it. is, not, enoughtitq 
fix. avs thoughts on Heaven. 1b 03 3 


o 


Ik Secondly, Our Love and AfeRions 


maſt: be - placed upon the glorigys. Happineſs 
Manta - The defir eo Happinels, 14-08 
of; the fixpngeſt' wnclinarions- 06; humane By 
tyre; it does fo ' fully. poſſeſs the ſon!s! of 
Men, thac thexe aiceds not any perſuaſian, to 
Gir-up,: and;awaken, jp theis beagts, -this kar 
bred priocigile, which. iafluenceth; all che; de- 
ſipns and, actions of theis; lives; but, withons 
the. belp. of  Religion,; they Rill wits their 
am, ahd.eyer It af the ſhadow inftead, of 
the. ſubſtance z, by ſeeking. fos that here, 
which is only. to be found in the bleed. re- 
giantabove. | bd hs 20 -Y a4 
t | There 
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. Fhere,itis.6he, Colpdh hathi tanght- 122-460 
place. all true Felicity, and apes)» that vory 
reaſon the Author of it does foftriddy  en+ 
join 4s, Not #0 lay np for our felpts treaſures 
upay Earth, where motbi and ruſt aeth corrupt; 
aud 'mbere. Thiewes; btack;. throngh am! . ſtead. 
For ſince our hearts wHll be' where out trea» 
ſure ;is,' we (ſhould make Heaven our chick 
and i{overaigh dehght, that our deſires may 
be elevated thither, andiour afteftians:placed 
upon ſuch pof{tſlions' ;as: are: free from: all 
changes, and not fubjeft to any kind of noo 
| dents whatſoever. So. that' white 'V 


ous' Men, whoſe Belly: 35 there God, feelt for 


grols and ſenſual Delights; while the Gove 
tous, who haye chaſen Mammon for 'their 
_ Idol, hant aiter {ach Riches, as do wake thear 
ſehve wings and flic away ; while the Ambiry 
ous, who have aide a Pageant of greatneſs, 
che Divinity at whole Feet they dall down 
and warſhip, purſue worldly Honour ant 
Dignity, and give.no.eeft ito their Souls, -bo- 
ing unablc'to.campals all their lofty veſipns; 
we who profeſs £0 'believe "an \Erernal tmp- 
pmeſs in Heaven ſhould chirſt after more no- 
ble and excellent :6bjebts, :and mot. let our 
hearts {ink and degenerate into a baſe and w11- 
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worthy love of any thing here on Earth. Like 
men who defign for a better Country and are 
ſending over thither what Wealth they can, 
we ſhould perpetually make Proviſion for F- 
ternity, and lay. up Treafures of good works 


' which'may follow. us when we come to be re- 


EF> 4 


ceived into Everlaſting habitations. 

For the true chiratler adder which the Chil- 
dren of God are repreſented, is that of Pil- 
grimeand Strangers in this World, who have 
choſen Heaven: for their Country, whither 
they defire and hope to be tranſported. An 
image whereof God ſeems to have given us in 
the Lives of the Holy Patrrarchs of old, whom 
he drew from populous Cities, to make them 
dwell under Tents, and often to ſhift their 
Habitations, that they might the better com- 


prehend, that he chiefly deſigned them for 


another place. Which diſpenſation of Pro- 
vidence Abraham underſtood fo well, that 'tis 
faid of him, Heb. xi. werſ. 9,10. He ſojourn- 


£d in the Land of Promiſe: as in @ ſtrange Conn: 
try; dwelling in 'Tabernaches with Iazc and 
 Zacob ; becauſe he look'd for City which hath 
foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God. He 


was fully. perſwaded, that' an abiding place 


-was prepared for him; into which, after a Pt} 


orims 
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grims fe, he made: no. doubt: bur _ he 
ſhould enter; ' AIIN 

If we will copy akas this partern of « our 
Faith, and follow the ſteps of all thoie-Wor- 
thies who are gone: before, and hay traced 
-out our way,: by *the Examples'of their-Holy 
Lives and Converſation, -we- ſhould- reckon 
upon this ſcene of Mortality,. as-upon a Pil- 
'grimage, and:our, ſtrongeſt deſites fhauld be 
taken up -with'the happineſs we;ars in hopes 
co enjoy at. our -jotirneys:end., For here: we 
' have no continueng City, but-we ſeek one to come. 
The Circumſtances we, are: mi ſhew that; this 
tate, of Life /is.hpt a\condifien-of; Beſe::and 
Tranquility 5; but we:hive an-expeGation of 
Stability. for 'the fucure, whereupon | we de- 
-pend. , We are not;: faith! Se. Awbroſe,; Hae 
bitatores terra,. permanent. .dwellerk andjnha- 
'bitarits om this globe'of the:Earthj;:;Þut rafher, 
accole; Sojourners-and Inmates for a, while. - 
-  Secrates being ask'd, what Country-man 
he was?: anſwered, eCitimendf' the. World, Had 
the ſame Queſtian been; put to, Sti:Parl, 'ris 
likely he would! have made anſwer,.'s Citizen 
of Heaven. Ye. are, faith that Apoſtle, in the 
fecond: toithe Ephef; werſ.; 12+. Fellow:Citizens 
of: the:iSarnts,, and of: the Howſokd $OWeihgd 
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elſowbcregour Coprenſfutime; ormther mh2afhjen, 
our: Citizenſhip js In Heaven, * What then:is 
oi duty? bar eo Jeok upon allexctbly things 
29 Fravellers:do npon the vonvenicnces they 
meet: with jn:a Porcigr Tand, which may 
pleafoiznd! alelight xbcmrfor! a- time; which 
may be-made ufe/of during rheic {liort abode 
there, but which their hearts -are noc 1et up- 
5h þ ety ftilliplopoſing es chemielves reſt and 
#eheity!! only Ac lhoaey] and in/theic own 
Contitry; Now: thekx difpolicion of Mind; 
4,9 Wl belpies ro bear with all the 
freiphs and-difficakrics'ts which we nizy be 
reducedinields Word: 1 Why dhouſd TE &- 
«© veeireping 2camy Uifappoiudnens wt 'ory. de- 
</ſjons heveywhoball rhar-I could propoſe to 
«my elf was only:by the by? Since Heaven 
Bir ma r ET 5. 00':arcive 
8% itbe:leng;lant} wheve't am! promiled. a 
” fcheiry-net to tad by car- 
<.ncſt and-htatty delires 1 hall daily endea- 
k Your 20 avtiipaess WW ly thould che mean 
«. cirvunſtaaets Tyni' in; the want I he un- 
K wo the croffes and vive Seer have 
<«'befalſen me," any ways::difcompote «the 
« xranquithh ofa hn , \wheniTodow-all 
i his ine Tore Renfnije amd Livin pr 
ET” on | ** ſpect 
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4% 6 .ſpedt an Etcroah weighs'of Glerye2 cc) 
- 2. Again, this will enable us both-tq- Gb- 
duo and mortifie: that Pride and lang htinels 
with- which the: proſpdrou condieion we-are 
Hi, : is-fo apt: tor :bileHogur hearss4 for a;pleti- 
tital, Eſtate, rich ſbonchy an honobrable:in- 
tian, willi not-pia- up chag Nam with: ſelf- 
cadctitrand ivatn glory! mboredkbiarbon att 
eter6al Inhernuenats;-avlicf hath; a'rtiukeyo-all 
the. Riches andiHooour which Ged: has: prd- 


miſed to beſtow pow hisi Children; Filled © = 


with' the: hopes! did IO ITy .heyer 
ne Crown, of being! pranidtedi te: cho 


Abgels," admitted; ine; the @mpa- 
I b fellowſhip of Prophets :and Aa 
go ;8gints| avdi Marty rem ob he 

Cor hin ont Chrafehimtd 


pines xeublo was plrckalli byd 
| -9ndBloat;. ers 


a-the haps 


ration. whertin. he: livies:,- and: thankful | ro 
Ged' mhechath: : poureid down. Guah-Blelfings 
pot lam. + d BUD) ous iF > 

I. Farther, trix heavenly rem: "lus 
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vg.made. 


w prey - 
the ſhould: averovalye - | 
bin{lf,ngor; what: ha:caw enjoy: herd. = Bur. 
rather 4 n+ ani oftheciaffluencowhbemvith. 
hed ;haiwall: prove: hembleia his-Gon- - 
yerſation with: Men, ! probtable- tothe Gene- 
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a ſtop to/ that baſe and- perplexing Sin of | 
Envy, which ſprings from the ſenſe of other 
Men's happineſs :- in ſo much, that no dif- 
quieting' thoughts of this nature will ever a- 
riſe' in” our breaſts; For. :how- is it poflible 
when our hearts are throughly poſleſied with 
the - glorious hopes : of ; an Eternal. Felicity, 
there-ſhonld be room left for envious refleQi- 
ons: to move:in?:: When the iSoul gets above 
the mean 'and 'trifling concerns.'of this mor- 
tal life, it cannot be. eafily. diſturbed at the 
largeſt portionsvf carthly Bleflings which fall 
co'our Neighbours heed lo mmol | - 
-£. But* above all; ſuch' a diſpoſition of 
heart will fit: us for our latter end, and give 
usa true ahdoright:notion of. Death; which 
otherwiſe lyppears' the. rerror: of human na- 
ture” For this'cwill :teach; us/to look pon 
it) not as'the 'deſtruftion-of our Being, but 
as the .leaſt ſtep: t 0 0ur- journeys gud; aſter 
a -wandring and tivefome * Pilgrimage ©in a 
ſtranpe:Land-.”: It! wilt chenbe'thouphr bat 
the exchanging of our 'Tents for.durable and 
ſteady Habitations-; Knowing that when our 
earthly houſe of this Tabernacle is deftroyed, 'we 
have a building of God, a houſe .not\ made 
with hgnds; eternal in the Heavens, "But that 


_- which 
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which muſt entitle us to this happy ſtate, is 
not a bare contemplation, nor a fond delire of 
the Glory it propoſeth ; when by giving this 
flight, often to our thoughts, our hearts come 
to be in love with this bleſſed Immortality, 
and earneſtly to, wiſh for 'it ; we muſt, not 
ſto here, but advancing farther, we muſt, - 

II. Thirdly, Uſe our utmoſt care and Ja- 
bour towards the attainment. of that Felicity 
by ſuch means and methods as God has pre- 
ſcribed. Men ſeldom arrive to a. ſtate of 
Wealth and Honour without ſome pains and 
care. 'Tis not by wiſhing rhat they grow. Rich, 
or that: they are valued and eſteemed in their 
Generations. Why then ſhould we think, that 
our being delighted with the treaſures above, 
and: idlely. hoping for them, : will cauſe them 
to drop down upon us? Though it falls our 
here, that ſome are born to plentiful For- 
tunes, which : have never coſt them the leaſt 
trouble; and though, Heaven be termed ar 
Inberitance, there. is no doubt, but that 1 it 1s 
not to be purchaſed at ſo cheap a rate. The 
King dow of 1 Heawen fuffereth violence, ſaith our 
Bleſſed. Saviour , .. aud the wiolent. take it. by 
force, © A ſtrong . imagination of our being 


 predeſtinated to this happy Condition, is 
C not 
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not that which will lead us to'it; otherwiſe 
nothing wou'd be neceſſary but the working: 
up obr heads to a lively fancy that we are 
of the number of the Choſen, and upon that 
we might fit down contentedly. with our. 
Hopes. But to ſuch who-with folded Arms 
wait for Life and Immortality, may be ap- 
plied that: which So/oyzon ſays of the flothtul' 
m the 2 1th of his Prov. at the 25th werſ. The: 
defire of the ſlothful killeth him, for þzs. hands. 
refuſe to work, Whoſoever thinks that Hea-- 
ven may be found by chance, without beitg 
ſought for, if he. takegno better meaſures 
chan what” ſuch an idle conceit 1s likely to- 


fapgeſt, he will feel his Error, when. it will 


be too lats to-correct tt. . 
To cut of all theſe falſe. and*groundleſ(s 
hopes, and to convince.us that care.and dili- 
gence-are neceſſary to make our way to Hap- 
pineſs, this is ever repreſented, as a-, Race, 
which qwuſt be run with Patience; as a Figbr, - 
wherein Men are- to acquit themſelves - vali- 
antly. We are put in mind of over-coming, . 
thar-we may-ſit down'on the heavenly Throne; 
of working ont our Salvation with fear and trem-- 
bling ; of Iabouring not after the meat that pe- 
riſheth, but-after that meat which. endureth - 


to. 
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to eveafti 8 Life; of fRiiving td enter into 
the 'flirait gate. ' Al which Expreflions do 
plainly argue, that our endeavours herein are 
required ; and not ſlight and careleſs endea- 
vours neither, fmce many will feek to enter in 
who ſhall not be able. How then maſt theſe 
things be ſfonghte for? I anfwer, by fuch 
means and methods as God in his Word has 
preſcribed : Which in general are thefe, 

1. That they ſhould be fonghe for chiefly 


and earneſtly. 


2. That they thotld be ſought for 4. 2 
ach a 
'*3- That they ſhould be ſought for in dre 


time. | 
Firft, 1 fay that the things above ſhonld be 
ſought for chiefly and earneſtly. Sech ye 
the Kingdom of God and A ra Ny oF ; 
of. This muſt be 'preferr'd to all the lighe 
and petty Interefts we have to drive on in 
this World. What care foever may be in- 
_ nocently taken for our well-being here, that 
which muff be had ' to promote onr farare 
Happineſs muſt ftill bear the ſway. All our 
temporal concerns muſt give way to what God 
requires towards, this End ; and fhould our 
circumſtances be fuch, as to make it neceſfary 
0. C 2 for 
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far the Salvation oF our, Souls; to; deny, our 
ſelves the eaſe and enjoyments. of this fmortal 
Lifez nay, even lite it ſelf, we are bound 
to ſacrifice it for ſo. rich, and valuable a-pur- 
chace as that of a heavenly. Crown... 


Secondly, The things above muſt be ſought 
for in a. right way.: ſuch as God himſelf does 


appoint and trace out-for us. Were to.go 


to Heaven upon hjs, :not upon ;our own 
rerms. That Faith and Repentance, ..Watch- 
ing and Praying, Purity, Holineſs, and. Cha: 
rity. will condud us'thither, is what the Ho- 
Iy Scriptures do almoſt in every Page aſſure 
us of. But. ſuck: are the: yain imaginations of 
Men, that they will make their hopes of 
Salvation depend upon fooliſh.and fuperſtiti- 


ous inventions of their: own; and ſeek for 


© Happineſs by ſuch..by-ways as. will rather 


lead: them: into Perditiqn.. - The one flatters 
himſelf that an. — profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, provided it be Pure: and - Orthodox, 
will ſerve: turn.:: 'That., to live, in: a Church 
whoſe Dodtrine and , Worſhip, are apreable 
to the Word. of God, will make amends 
for a looſe and unchriſtian Life, - though 
at..the ſame time. he is. forewarned, T hat 'tis 
not every one that.crieth, Lord, Lord, who ſhall 


enter 


/ 
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enter: into the: {Kingdom of Heawetss :.but: he\that 
doth: the: will' of the: Rather, mhicht 1s in Hea-' 
ven. Another; builds his: aſſurance upon his 
entring into _any:Society :of Men, that make 
profeſſion of-beingiſeparated frojm; the: World; 
and" artogate to. themlelves : the-privilege. of 
an Eternal EleQion, the titleodf'the only Cho 
ſen, Peop'e of God. . | Some: again will rely: 
upon. the Abſolution grantedby.their: Ptieſts, 
in whoſe;hands:they imagine the Keys of the 
Kingdom of-God.-to be, triiſted, — 
may ſhut and. open to whom they. pleaſe;: ſo 
that-ib they,can but.obtain ia paſs fromehence}. 
and bribe:theis:favour ifor;a competerit;mim-;- 
ber of Prayers.and;Sacrificesfor their departedr 
Souls, they. make no ;doubt bug that they: 
ſhall be'ſayed, . at leaſt. as, it: were by fre; after: 
a few days.-or:years :of;Puritication: in\\the> 
flames ;of!. Pargatary!;:;Thps each: of theſe 
miſguided” Companies, cithet- by following: 
their own imaginations, | or: beingideluded!by- 
the, devices/of crafty, and ſuperſtitious. Men, 
pitch:upon quite -conttary nethods,1te.:.thole- 
whith God has pteſcribed.. Whereas he-alone: 
is to be conſulted. in_this cal: Shew- me. thy 
Mgys, 10 Lord," each me:;thy paths;: Jead: me im 

thy truth.; for thou art the God of my Sabvation. 
| | _ Th. 
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- Thirdly and: laſtly, 'Fhe: bs hingrbore myſt 
be fought: for 3 ave time... Mew: muſt fir 
themſelves for Heaven whale they: enjoy Life 
and Health, if they-intend'to'be brought into 
' that” holy place when; they: cbine'-2o dic: 
The belt ofr wiſhes, \Let:me Te the dearly of the 
Righteons, and bet my. end be like unto bis, will 
avail us little in'our laſt moments, 'if our 
_ lives tive been a-contirmedicourſe/of: Sin and 

Wickedrieſs. We have no reaſon to expe 
that:'God ſhould'be our God in Sickneſs, and 
on our..Death-beds, when: wes ſhall have re- 
fafed to'be his Children, and ro-comply with 


_” bis Wil -tit}-we can live no'longer-here. Tf 


we: with ſocuve -our- ſhare in the Bleflings -of 
another World, * we muſt! apply our ſelves to 
this Work cer ie be teolate ; before the noht 
conzth,' whertin:'ns* iden odio work, In order 
to it; we maſbbepuided by thoſe p lain Rules 
and methody which God itt his Word hath 
laid down favi Sur dieeftion, (and make this 
the main buiſnefyiof our hives We muſt en- 
deavouy'to/ affe@'ont: hearts with © true and 
fincere: love for” heavenly things, that what- 
foever we reſolve upon, or undertake _y 
be conſiftent- with, and conduridle to," "Ot | 

eternal A : BS 
But 


En 
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But ſhould we now-take a geiteral view of 
the practice. of mankind, how: fewgthall we 
meet! with , whoſe: Thoughts: :and Delices, 
whoſe Deligns: and -Endeavours:are direfted 
this way ? They are as: entirely'devoted- to, 
Ind as much-enamour'd with the charms' of this 
Lite, as if all theirhopes were to be confined 
to it} The 4hings: above tnake - little or no- 
impreſſion vpan- their. Minds, being- only. 
thought 'of by the bye, and upon ſome: great 
and; folemn occaſions, which /{cldom return. 
They / may /:perhaps: plcaſe. the fancy;/-and 
delight the 1magination for-a moment, as. a 
curious defcriptionofa ſtrange Country would : 
do.; but they-are ſoon laid aftde,and as ſlightly: 
regarded, as if Meo. ba@ no.tdtereſt to:carry 
on, Ho concerns to,ihind beyond- this Life. 
From hence (pringall thole fad apptchenſions; - 
raiſed by-thejcaſt profpedt of danger and ad- 
verſity, all the heavy: complaints 'and bitres* 
ſ{dreows,. upon evety crofs accident. For their - 
hearts being wholly: bent upon: their temporal. 
Enjoyments,, they are-unable to bear the lods - 
of what, they. fo paſſionately love; but when 
forced to it by any-niifortune, they lament -_ 
and mourn, [like Rachel for her Children, that 
would . not be comforted, becauſe they were no 
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more. Neither can 'we ſuppoſe” it ſhould be 
otherwilg, they having thus miſplaced [their 
Felicity. [Strange!ithae the:improſperous and 
baffled: attempts of "ſo 'miny- thouſands, who 
have-ſpent'their days-in the purſuit of Hap: 
pineſs-here-on Earth, ſhou!d not have convin- 
ced | mankind; -that *tis but -time and labour 
ſpent ic vain: That" nothing or 'this ſide of 
Heaven will procure us true:and real ſatisfa- 
Ction 3 but that all is Vanity, ſubje&ito ſud- 
den Changes andiperpetual-Revolutions, apt to 
multiply, even 'by-:che; enjoyment of it,” our 
Fears and Deſires; ahd ſo:to'create new diftur- 
bances inſtead” of giving reſtand caſe to the 


Therefore: both Reaſon aid: Experience 
ſhould ' engage'/us toi feel for -thoſk (things 


 whichare Erernal; -{ince whatſoever falls ſhott 


of this, *will::not 'complear the Happineſs of 
ſuch noble:Creatures-:as we: are;'who were de- 
figned for Eternicy.”:But this is'that' to which 
Chriſtian Religion does' in a more peculiar 
manner oblige-us. As in the ſecond part of 
this Diſcourſe T intend: briefly to ſhew, 

[» Now if we. conſider, - 70 1 

x. The Anthor-of our Religion;'! 

2. 'Or the Engagement we take upon us by 
the Profeſſion of: Chriſtianity. 3 Or 


7, 
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Or the. Regenerate ſrate whereunts we 
are called by: the: Goſpel::;- | 
4. Or Our Faith: in Chriſt's Reſurredion. 
- We ſhall hnd thatGch of theſe lays a'par- 
ticular Obligation : upon: at: Chriſlians, -to 
_ the Duty dns a recommended to us. 
 'r. Firſt, The Author. of our.':Religion, 
whoſe Example: ſeems peculia ly:deſigned to 
create in. us-a nioſt Lak non of mind, 
by the ſundry inſtances which: he has given of 


tt We 


the higheſt contempt of all the Riches, Ho-_ 


nours and Pleaſures. ofthis: preſent World. 

As Maſter of the whole Univerſe, :when he 
might have ſhewn. hiniſelf.an. that-ſtate and 
ſplendor, wherein the carnal Jew was in hopes 
his WR the victorious Redeemer of 1/rael, 

would appear-\ He flighted| all kind. of Pomp 
to ſuch a degree; thattor the place of his Birth, 

he made choice of aStable; inſtead ofa Cradle, 
| he was laid ina Manger; he had for his Mother 
a Poor, but amoſt:hnmble and pious Virgin 3; 
for his reputed: Facher,.a[Carpenter';z. and a> 
few Shepherds-for the - firſt witnefles' of this 
wonderful tranſaQtion. . Ifat the ſame time a 
mulcicudeof Angels praiſed Godby their Hal- 
[e!ujahs, for ſuch demonfirations af his/gopd will 


towards men, 10 that very monient*they gave 
us 


- 
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us. to: —tntianT their Sacred = 
and by direQing -the-Shepherds to the place 
where this: Child was born, :that his Kingdom 
wonld not be of this Wild; :therglory whereof 
he was to:under-value: and defpiſe. When 


he' was grown up» to a:iripenels of years and 


underſtanding, how fat anything of this Na- 
__ ture was/from 
* heart, we: may-cafity 


making -imprefſion: upon his 
; zadge>by.all: the: out- 
ward:crcumſtances| of his Life: Shch'wasthe 
mean and low: condition ; of this;Son of Man, 
that when Foxes. ibaae: their: holes , and ithe 
Birds ofthe air thtir- weft, hebad- not where to 
hy his head. : And what' ſhould all this teach 
ns ? But that frue Chriſtians iſhould never be 
fond. of that which appear'd .{o, contemptible 
to the Antbor and: finiſber of their Faith : | That 
as he'did,; ſo- ſhonlit they, bok:»nnto 'the:. joy 
which: 33 ſet beft before them at the right hand of the 
throue' of wh For aw y one bath not the fpi- * 
rit \ * Chrif iſt; if he bernot:iendued with: char 
Feb and heavenly:.temper! of mind which 
was in him, and which he came to: infuſe in- 
ro his Diſciples by his. Dodtine and Exam- 
pe, ihe 38 none of his.. That we may be tully 
aſſured+therefore-that we are of that number, 
we e muſt tranſcribe this — pattern. of 
our 
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Ny and" Maſter*" withdraw" our ove 
fromMence, 'and place it upon thole ſolid 
and ſpiritual Defights which are " relervpd 
for us it Heaven. | 

2: Secondly, T he Eng ement- we” Tha 
taken npon-us, by the Prof ton of Chriſttani- 
ty,'is a farther Obligation to this Duty. When 
we come. to be received -into-the Chriſtian 
Charch' by" Baptiſm; this Holy - Sacrainent 
which admits us to all the Rights and Privi- 
leges that the Members of the myſtical Body 
of Chriſt-do enjoy,. proclaims' us dead unto 
the World;' and ing by the Cn 
of a Holy, Spiritual; and Heavenly Life. | 
are, faith the Apoſtle, buried with Chip by 
Baptiſn: unto ears that lhe as he is'raisd up 
from the dead by theghory of the Father, eve we 
alſo Jbardd walk 'in newnefs of life. * "Wet can- 
not be made Chriſtians oh Bec entring into 
Bonds, andy ivig) 2'kind of Setariry , that our 
converſation” ſbill *b#in 'Bzavth, ow whence 
alſo we look for” our bleſſed Siuibiir.” "And if the 
pratice of pur Lives, if our Deſi res and-Incli- 
_ matfotis toad be ' contrary to'this,” we row 
anWerrhy's =? NN Name we'bear, and | Sir 
all File Lo ol nes” an# Prothfſes of t 
Coſpel': For: having Dicanl}-dechred, That 
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well _ the vain. Pomprand.G Sher y of this 
World, mith all. the coveteons Deſires. of thAſame, 
we do vialate that Faith and:thoſe Promiſes 
which” were made in our Name, and which 
we are bound ta. make:good when we. arrive 
to.che Years of, Diſcretion. So that. to affe&. 
ar to preferr the things of this. Life above the 
concerns: of another, we. muſt break. through 
all thoſe facred Bonds, and moſt ſolemn En- 

gements which do, ſtritly ablige us not.to 
* Senſuality, Ambition, - or. Coveteouſneſs 
over-rule our AﬀeGions, but to.uſe this World 
as, not abuſe ng it; and to ſpend our utmoſt en- 
deavours in ſecuring to our ſelves a Place in 
the bleſſed Manſions above, | 

3? . Thirdly, That. Regenerate State where- 
unto. we are called by. the Goſpel, doth. in- 
force this* Duty upon us. We are expreſly 
taught, That, except a Man. be born again, be 
cannat enter into the Kingdope of God :, Which 
new Birth, .ſo .necefiary, in,onder. to. Salvation, 
does conſiſt ina pure and: ſpiritual Temper of 
Mind, , oppos'd 1 all the ſenſual Foun i of 
a deprave are 4. z,.1n FX much that 9p off 
can became a.true. Chriſtian, out: ſuch a 
diſp 7 5" 2 of Soul, as will bet TR Le nd prepare 
bim, Fay a hepvealy,> State.. He-muſt atfain to, 
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a true apprehenſion of things, in regard to his 
Reaſonand Underſtanding, thathe may right- 
ly. zadge of the main end. of his Creation; 
which could never. be, -that' a certain number 
of Years ſhould beallotted him to ſpend in the 
indulging of. every. unruly Luſt; or in the'an- 
x10us Cares and vain Sollicitudes of this tran- 
ſitory Lite ;. and:that then he' was' to diffolye 
into Duſt and ſoft Air, like the Beaſts that pe- 
riſh ; but that he ſhould make this -his ſhore 
paſſage inſtrumental towards the ſecuring-an 
eternal Happineſs, which waits-for. him in the 
Heavens; that. he ſhould adorn his immortal 
Soul, which derives from God, with all 'thoſe 
Vertues and Graces which may recommend it 
to the Favour. of its' Creator. From' which 
right apprehanſion of things ariſes ſuch a ſtrong 
propenſity in his Will to all that is good, that 
inſtead of being fway;d by the Pleaſures of 
Senſe, he loves God above all things; follows 
and: embraces. whatſoever is. vertuous and 
praiſe-worthy, And ſince without this foun- 
dation firſt laid, we have no ſure and certain 
ground to build one, hopes-upen, | what muſt 
we inferr, , But that-to- be heavenly minded 
is of a moſt- abſolute neceſlity to the making 
us. Proſelytes of. the: Goſpel ? That. = = ; 
| ound. 
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bound to-imitate Chriſt's ReſirreAion, -who 
was thereby inſtated into an endleſs and im- 
mortal- Life ? according to''Which pattern we 
muſt {ve unto/God, thit'is a' new, divine, and 
celeſtial Life; ſach as becomes the Childrenof 
Light, the heirs'to the Promiſe of an Eternal 
Salvation. - Which brings me to the Fourth 
and laſt Obligation that is aid npon-us. 

-2- Fourtbly, By our Faith in Chriſt's Rihaine: 
Rio, For we profeſs to believe, nor only that 
God has raiſed him from the dead, but thar he 
has given to ysall by this inſtance; a full and 

perfe& aſſurance of a glorious ReſurreQion 


wikis Life Reergal, If rhirs be no Reſurre&ion, 
_ faith St; Paul, then Chriſt 3s not riſen, and our 
_ = vain. But onthe contrary,” if upon 

ſt evidence, "that fach a'marter of 
rrp Cc — coy if - pon the Word of 'Men, 


and the teſtimony of Angel; if upon the con- 
ſeſſion of ben fre kugdecs who were eye- 
witneſſes of his ReſurreQion,' many of whom 
have ſealed with their blood this Article of 
our Faith ; if upon the miracuſous effuſion of 
the Holy ( Ghoſt; promnifcd'by on Saviour be- 
fore his death, LS ſent” dowiti: "4ccorditg_ to 
his Word,' aſter bis Aſceiifior” into Heaven, 
.we have all the reaſon in the- World to'be- 

| ' hieve, 


_ 
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lieve, that God has raiſed him from the. dead, ; 
we may. concl ude, That be will alſo change our 


wile bodies, that they may be faſhioned like un- 
to his glorious body, according to the working 
where be is-able to ſubdue all things to himſelf. 

A perſwaſion, which, ſincerely. entertained, 
GLA fill our Minds fs: ſublime and hean 


ly Thoughts, and mfpire us with inclinations 


fiirable to ſuch high and glorious Hopes : / For 
if, all the greatneſs and  Treaſures,of Agypt 
could make no imprefliion upon Moſes, when 
he had in proſpect the Land of Promiſe, how 
much moreſhould the'aſſurance/of a far.greas 
ter Felicity: kindle.in; our. Hearts ſuch fervent 
deſires of 'being made Poſſeſſors of it;; as:may 
enable us to oppoſe all the Charms and! Al 
lurements of this World 2. +14 5 | 
.. Let the Practice ef our Lives therefore apree 

with this Profeſſion of our Faith. _ If we take 
Heaven to. be our Portion, the Place which 
in Body and. Soul. myſt contain us to all Erer- 
nity, and whither the Fore-runuer for us. is..en- 


tered, even Teſus; let it now be the Joy and: 


Delight of our Hearts; let our chief ſtudy 


tend to fitand diſpoſe bay Ives for that State 


of Bliſs and PerfeMon: - Why ſhould any 
worldly Grandure, ok or Pleaſures, divert 
us 
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ſhall- be revealed? Why' ſhould che: high 


on Earth, 'which are too deſpicable. to: enter 


into competition with the'Joys above ? - Why 


ſhould any | Temptation whatſoever prevail 
over us:to hh 
Heaven: 2 Glory, Honour, Riches, the luſt o 


the eye, and the pride of life. All that the Tem- 
pter:can boaſt of that he wall \give, if well | 
down and /Worſhip'him; 'are but vain and } 
- empty: Shadows, fr compared -to thoſe * 
ſubſtantial Delights, which God has-prepared * 
for them that love hit ; which Chriſt: has * 
purchafſed:by his Death; and: ſecurcd tothem Þ 


; wu: a ſerious Application of ny 
' which is of ſuch-infinite 'valiie, or from'a Yi. | 
ligent ſearchof that-tranſcEnding Clorywhich 2 
of Proſperity ſeduce- our Aﬀedioris, \and de: 
 bauch our Love to a mean fondneſs of Things 


ſo oreat a Loſs as: that of F 


by his ReſurreQion. - If then ye are riſen with 


Jour 
with bim in Glo 
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